JleB Bacunbesny BUNKOB

(1.06.1931- 8.02.2010)

NleB BacunbeBMY OKOHUMA Xumuuyeckuin pakynbter MIY B 1953 roay. B ganbHeiwem oH cTan
Oywoin He3afonro Ao TOro co3gaHHOM nabopaTopun ra3oBOM 3n1eKTpoHorpadmm Ha Kadeape
dU3MYECcKon XMMun.

O6nacTb ero Hay4HbIX UCCAEA0BAHUIN MOXKHO KOPOTKO ONPELENUTb KaK «CTPOEHME MONEKYN». ITO
BKAOYAN0 CO34aHWE YHMKANbHOM annapaTypbl Aa8 NPeuy3MOHHOM rasoBOM 3neKTpoHorpaduu,
nporpamm o06paboTKM U paclwndpPOBKU INEKTPOHOrPamMm, METOAOB pacyeTa MOoTeHUMasbHbIX
OYHKLUMA  BHYTPEHHEro BpalLeHMA U3 3/EeKTPOHOrpadmuyeckoro 3sKcnepuMmeHta. JibBom
Bacunbesmyem n ero yueHmKamm 6bian noayvyeHbl MHOFOYUCIEHHbIE AaHHbIE O CTPOEHUW MOJIEKYN
Pa3/IMYHbIX KNaccoB coeauMHeHui. Hambonbllyto M3BECTHOCTb Mpuobpenn cTepeoxmmuyeckue
NcCcNefoBaHUA FeoOMETPUYECKOro CTPOeHUA cunaumknobytaHos, KapbopaHOB, repmmpeHoB U
APYTUX CNOXKHbBIX MONEKY.

MpeameT, KOoTopbI OH Npenogasan Bmecte ¢ HO.A.MeHTUHbIM, HasbiBanca «dusnyeckme metoabl
NcCNefoBaHUA B XUMUW». [OnA  AWNJOMHMKOB /1abOpPaTOpMM OH 4YMTAN TaKXKe Cchneukypc
"TeopeTnyeckne OCHOBbI ra30BOW 371€KTpOHOrpadpumn'.

Nles BacunbeBn4y 6bin 0OWMTENbHBIM M WKMPOKO 06pa3oBaHHbIM 4YenoBeKoM. TakuMm OH
3aNOMHWUACA He TONbKO HaM, HO M M3BECTHOMY Hay4yHomy nybnuumcty MwTtBaHy Xapruttaum
http://berkovich-zametki.com/2006/Zametki/Nomer5/Fedinl.htm. Ha xumdaKke 6bina raserta
«COBETCKMI XMMUK», OBONIbHO HepopmaibHaA Ha oblecoBeTckom ¢poHe. B Helnt JleB Bacunbesuy
BO3r/1aBNIA/I KAKOW-TO 3HAYUTENbHbIA OTAEN — KaAXKeTCA «OTAEeNn Haykm», U Ha 3acefaHuax
pegKonnermM BCerga  TOHKO  CMArYaa  aAMMHUCTPATMBHLIA  MPECCUMHTr  npu  0bCcyKAeHuun
HedOpPManbHbIX U KCMESbIX» MaTepManos.

OH ntobun xumoak 1 Hapoga xmmdaka, 6b11 0OAHUM U3 MHOTUX YTPAYEHHbIX HAMWU CUMBOJIOB KOTrAa-
TO 3aMeyaTesIbHOro GakynbTeTa.

ry

Huxke npuBegeHbl uuTaTbl M3 tobuneHo noabopku, onybAnKoBaHHOW YyvyeHUMKOM JlbBa
Bacunbesuua, Brnagummpom Camposuyem MactprokoBbiM (Structural Chemistry, 11(2/3), 95-96,
2000)
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«Lev Vasilievich Vilkov was the only son of Ekaterina and Vasilii Vilkov... His parents graduated as
Chemical Engineers, so Chemistry was in Lev’s blood, and it is not surprising that he chose it as his
career. Three years after World War I, in 1948, he became a student of Department of Chemistry
of University of Moscow, which remained his home during his long and productive career. ...
...Although gas-electron diffraction (GED) and Lev are almost of the same age, Lev was drawn to
GED in 1952, one year after the laboratory at Moscow State University was established by P.
Akishin and L. Gurvich, and one year before Lev’s graduation. The GED unit he used was built from
surplus materials with no sector; high-voltage power supply was operating as an open system, and
Lev had to be very careful in his actions, a quality he reserved for all his life. Instead of liquid
nitrogen as a cooling agent, a mixture of dry ice and methanol was used, which would not be
permitted under today’s strict safety regulations. Computing facilities comprised tables of sinx/ x
functions and a mechanical calculator. Lev graduated in 1953 and received his Ph.D. in 1957 under
the supervision of Professor Tatevskii, who was known as an active opponent of many ideas
advanced by Linus Pauling, such as resonance, electronegativity, etc. His criticism was totally
destructive, but it fortunately did not affect young Lev’s mentality.

In 1956, Lev married Lidia, his high school sweetheart and a professional dentist. From this union
a wonderful daughter, Ann, was born in 1958; Ann also became a chemist. Lev’s only grandson
Alexii (1980), the third generation of Vilkov in University of Moscow, is studying Geography....

.... The period of approximately 1965-1985 was the most intensive and prolific in the life of the
group: there were always two undergraduate and two graduate students working in the lab
together with four persons holding a permanent position. There was not much space. This caused
Otto Bastiansen to say on a visit: “Russians are nice people, but they have to seat three in one
chair.” Despite all these inconveniences, more than 250 molecular structures can be found in the
Landolt—Bornstein “ Tables from Lev’s group. Lev coauthored five books, one of which was
translated into English (Vilkov, Mastryukov, and Sadova, Determination of the Geometrical
Structure of Free Molecules, Mir, Moscow, 1983). Professor Vilkov is a member of Norwegian
Academy of Science and Letters, and is also a member of the Electron Diffraction Commission of
the International Union of Crystallography. He has lectured in many places in the former USSR and
abroad, including Great Britain, Germany, Hungary, Norway, Spain, and the USA...

... L. S. Bartell (University of Michigan, Ann Arbor): Lev’s name stands for “lion,” but as a lion, he is
surely the most kindhearted and unselfish beast of prey | have ever encountered. He was a
generous and genial host during my stay in Moscow. And, he is brave, as well. He attacked a
number of complex structure analyses that were too daunting for me to have touched. He went
out of his way to do chores to help society or his scientific colleagues, chores that most of us tend
to avoid, if pos sible. For example, he authored or co-authored several important books reviewing
various aspects of molecular structure—a labor-intensive chore for society that | always shirked
when asked.....

.... D. Christen, M. Dakkouri, and H. Oberhammer (University of Tubingen and University of Ulm,
Ger- " many): We have known Lev for about 25 years. Typically, the first encounters were at
scientific meetings and during short visits. From the beginnings, mutual sympathies evolved, and it
was always a great pleasure to be in his company. Even at times when contacts between the
Soviet Union and West Germany were politically frowned upon, Lev always struggled to cooperate
with us, not only on a personal level, but involving the entire Moscow group. During the last 10
years, the political changes have led to a turnabout in the Russian—-German relations, and now
such cooperation is highly encouraged. Thus, 4 years ago, the informal contacts were turned into a
formal Russian—German collaboration with regular reciprocal meetings in Russia and Germany,
resulting in mutual inspirations and problem solving....»

Cm. Takxe http://letopis.msu.ru/peoples/4632
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